
ACTIONS OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
JANUARY 24, 2007 

 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: James Stevenson, Chair 
  Kathleen Maffe, Vice Chair  
  Robert Schneider, Secretary 
  Robert Haley 
 
 ALTERNATES PRESENT: Edward Slegeski 
  Paul Harnois (sitting) 
  Susan Shanbaum  
 
 ABSENT:  Albert Gionet 
 
The following actions were taken by the Zoning Board of Appeals at its meeting of January 24, 
2007: 
 
DRAKE PETROLEUM – application #2301 – request a variance of Article IV Section 5.03.03 
to reduce front yard setback to 9’ (60’ required) and reduce side yard setback to 20’ (25’ 
required). 
 
MOTION:  Mr. Schneider moved to grant the variance to reduce the front yard setback to 9’ and 
reduce the side yard setback to 20’, Ms. Maffe seconded the motion and all members voted in 
favor.   
 
The reason for the approval was that it is an existing nonconforming structure and a long 
established use at the location and the variance will have minimal impact to the neighborhood. 
 
DRAKE PETROLEUM – application #2301 – request a special exception under Article IV 
Section 5.01.02 to install a new canopy at 484 Middle Turnpike East, Special Design 
Commercial zone.   
 
MOTION:  Mr. Schneider moved to grant the special exception to install a new canopy, Ms. 
Maffe seconded the motion and all members voted in favor.   
 
The reason for the approval the minimal impact on the neighborhood and the improved operation 
of the existing station.   
 
 
MARIE TRI VU – application #2303 – request a variance to Article II Section 6.01.13 to permit 
use of first floor for a personal service business (hair care center) and retail sales at 168 Main 
Street, Residence C zone.   
 
Mr. Haley moved to deny the use variance to permit a personal service business, Mr. Stevenson 
seconded the motion and all members voted in favor.   



 
The reason for the denial was the applicant should be able to use the property as currently zoned, 
and the negative impact a personal service shop would have on the neighborhood.   
 
 
ROBERT F. CHOUTKA – application #2306 – request a variance to Article IV Section 
5.03.02 to reduce side yard setback to 19.9 feet (25 feet required) at 86 Sanrico Drive, Industrial 
zone.   
 
Mr. Schneider moved to approve the variance to reduce the side yard setback to 19.9 feet, Mr. 
Haley seconded the motion and all members voted in favor. 
 
The reason for the approval was that the structure for which the variance is requested was 
existing and conforming to the Industrial zone, and the use is appropriate for the building and 
location, and there is no negative impact to the neighbors due to the variance.   
 
ROBERT F. CHOUTKA – application #2306 – request a special exception under Article IV 
Section 5.01, Article IV Section 5.03.02 and Article II Section 6.15.01(e) to open an automotive 
body repair business at 86 Sanrico Drive, Industrial zone.   
 
Mr. Schneider moved to approve the special exception with the condition that there be no outside 
storage, Ms. Maffe seconded the motion and all members voted in favor.   
 
The reason for the approval is the suitable location for the use.   
 
ROBERT F. CHOUTKA – application #2306 – request site location approval under Section 
14-54 of the Connecticut General Statutes for an automotive body repair business at 86 Sanrico 
Drive, Industrial zone.   
 
Ms. Maffe moved to approve the site location, Mr. Schneider seconded and members voted in 
favor.   
 
The reason for the approval is the suitable location of the site for the use.   
 
 
CARTER CHEVROLET COMPANY, INC. – application #2297 – request a modification of a 
condition of the special exception approval regarding the type of light fixtures at 1229 Main 
Street and 27-31 Charter Oak Street, Business III zone. 
 
Ms. Maffe moved to approve the modification of the condition, Mr. Schneider seconded the 
motion and all members voted in favor.   
 
The reason for the approval was that the installation of the light shields and reduced wattage of 
the lights would reduce light on the neighboring residential property and meet regulatory 
requirements. 
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APPROVAL of public hearing and business meeting minutes of September 27, 2006, October 
25, 2006, and November 29, 2006.   
 
Mr. Schneider moved to approve the minutes with the correction of the November 29, 2006 
minutes of Mr. Joseph Dickerson to add the text under the reason for approval “ . . . and Mr. 
Dickerson has been paying taxes on a finished attic.”  Mr. Haley seconded the motion and all 
members voted in favor. 
 
 
PETER TURNER – application #2273 – request modification to the approved site plan at 443-
449-355 Main Street, Business III and Residence B zone. 
 
Ms. Maffe moved to approve the modification to the site plan to relocate the dumpster to the 
eastern property line as shown on the plans, Mr. Schneider seconded the motion and all members 
voted in favor. 
 
The reason for the approval was the minimal impact to the neighborhood.   
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	  Robert Haley
	  Paul Harnois (sitting)

