
Proposed amendment to Article II, Sections 1.00.02 (e) and 9.14.04 (a) 

 

1.00.02 

(e) Special Requirements for schools and places of worship  

1. New facilities shall be located only on streets designated arterial or collector streets in the 

Plan of Conservation and Development. 

 

2. Vehicle parking shall be in accordance with the requirements set forth in Article IV 

Section 9. 

 

3. The site shall be suitably landscaped with foundation plantings, parking lot islands and 

sections, and screening for adjoining residential properties. Mechanical equipment, 

dumpsters and other unsightly places shall be screened by the use of walls, fencing, 

evergreen plantings or a combination of these to provide effective year-round screening. 

 

4. Schools and places of worship shall screen adjoining residential properties with a 

landscaped border not less than 8 feet wide.  The landscaped border shall provide a year-

round effect through which the developed site is obscured from view from abutting 

residential property.  Appropriate evergreen species shall be planted at least four feet in 

height at a separation distance which provides for growth of the planting and visual 

screening.  

 

If a landscaped berm, masonry wall or combination thereof at least four feet high is 

installed to provide the visual screen then the requirement for planting evergreen species 

may be waived by the Commission.  Masonry walls shall have a finished surface of brick, 

fieldstone, architecturally textured concrete, split face block or similar material.  Exposed 

concrete block or standard finish poured or precast concrete shall not be acceptable 

finishes.  

Fencing shall be required when landscaping, walls and/or grading cannot provide the 

required screening due to topography, preservation of specimen trees or other important 

natural features, avoidance of wetlands or similar conditions.  Fences when constructed 

shall be, at minimum, four feet high when measured from the top of the adjacent grade 

and shall be made wood.  Fences shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of 

Article II, Section 1.03.04.  The Commission may, for good cause shown, approve the 

use of materials other than wood after an application for a different material is submitted.  

Along all parking areas and drives the landscaped border shall include a light proof fence 

or masonry wall to prevent automobile headlights from causing a nuisance to adjoining 



residents.  The landscaped border for parking area and drive screening shall not be 

counted towards the landscape area in Article IV, Section 9.02.05.  

All trees, shrubs, walls and fences shall be maintained at a height of not more than three 

feet within the sight distance triangle of all street and driveway intersections. The sight 

distance triangle shall be as defined in the Town of Manchester Public Improvement 

Standards. 

The Commission may waive all or any requirements in this section or modify such 

requirements if it finds that existing foliage or natural conditions are sufficient to 

constitute a screen for the protection of residential premises, or that such screening is not 

feasible and not necessary due to site configuration or location. 

 

 

9.14.04 

(a) Special Requirements for schools and places of worship  

1. New facilities shall be located only on streets designated arterial or collector streets in the 

Plan of Conservation and Development. 

 

2. Vehicle parking shall be in accordance with the requirements set forth in Article IV 

Section 9. 

 

3. The site shall be suitably landscaped with foundation plantings, parking lot islands and 

sections, and screening for adjoining residential properties. Mechanical equipment, 

dumpsters and other unsightly places shall be screened by the use of walls, fencing, 

evergreen plantings or a combination of these to provide effective year-round screening. 

 

4. Schools and places of worship shall screen adjoining residential properties with a 

landscaped border not less than 8 feet wide.  The landscaped border shall provide a year-

round effect through which the developed site is obscured from view from abutting 

residential property.  Appropriate evergreen species shall be planted at least four feet in 

height at a separation distance which provides for growth of the planting and visual 

screening.  

 

If a landscaped berm, masonry wall or combination thereof at least four feet high is 

installed to provide the visual screen then the requirement for planting evergreen species 

may be waived by the Commission.  Masonry walls shall have a finished surface of brick, 

fieldstone, architecturally textured concrete, split face block or similar material.  Exposed 



concrete block or standard finish poured or precast concrete shall not be acceptable 

finishes.  

Fencing shall be required when landscaping, walls and/or grading cannot provide the 

required screening due to topography, preservation of specimen trees or other important 

natural features, avoidance of wetlands or similar conditions.  Fences when constructed 

shall be, at minimum, four feet high when measured from the top of the adjacent grade 

and shall be made wood.  Fences shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of 

Article II, Section 1.03.04.  The Commission may, for good cause shown, approve the 

use of materials other than wood after an application for a different material is submitted.  

Along all parking areas and drives the landscaped border shall include a light proof fence 

or masonry wall to prevent automobile headlights from causing a nuisance to adjoining 

residents.  The landscaped border for parking area and drive screening shall not be 

counted towards the landscape area in Article IV, Section 9.02.05. All trees, shrubs, walls 

and fences shall be maintained at a height of not more than three feet within the sight 

distance triangle of all street and driveway intersections.  The sight distance triangle shall 

be as defined in the Town of Manchester Public Improvement Standards.  

The Commission may waive all or any requirements in this section or modify such 

requirements if it finds that existing foliage or natural conditions are sufficient to 

constitute a screen for the protection of residential premises, or that such screening is not 

feasible and not necessary due to site configuration or location. 


